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 When the famous preacher, 
George Whitefi eld, was preaching 
outdoors to a great throng, a hardened 
but curious unbeliever watched from 
atop a near-by tree, while resisting the 
teaching by keeping his ears plugged 
with his fi ngers. A fl y lit on his nose, 
forcing him to remove his fi nger from 
one ear to shoo it away, but just in time 
to hear Whitefi eld quote Matthew 11:15: 
“He that hath ears to hear, let him hear!” 
This led him to listen to the rest of the 
sermon about the willful refusal of many 
to hear the word of God. The sermon 
converted him to Christ, and made him 
into a prayerful evangelizer, converting 
others by his spoken faith. It can be said 
that he was doubly “cured” by having his 
spiritual ears and mouth opened, and 
thus enabled to hear and speak God’s 
holy word.
 The cure of the deaf-mute by 
Jesus-recorded only by the evangelist 
Mark (7:31-37) - was likewise a double 
healing of hearing and speech, a miracle 
that is rich with spiritual implications 
for us today, twenty centuries later. It 
represents God’s willingness and desire 
to heal both faculties of communication, 
especially the spiritual faculties required 
for authentic communing-vertically 
(prayer) and horizontally (charity).
 Seeing this healing would have 
alerted the Jews familiar with the Torah 
that they were in the presence of God, 
because of the Scriptures regarding 
God’s word to Moses in Exodus 4:10-11: 
“Who makes man deaf or mute? .. Is it 
not I, the Lord? (So) it is I who will help 
you speak. ...” Moreover, this miracle 
was one of the proofs that Jesus was 
the God-Messiah, because of what had 
been written in the prophecy of Isaiah 
(35: 4-6 ): “Your God will come … to save 

by Fr. John H. Hampsch, CMF

Make straight paths for him” (Matt. 3:3; 
Mark 1:3; Luke 3:4; John 1: 23). That is, 
be open to the coming Messiah and his 
Good News message.
 Openness - that is the fi rst step 
to good communication or conversation. 
One must be open to hear and then 
open to speak. That is, there must be 
no blockage to input, and no blockage 
to output for good dialogue. And this 
two-direction interfacing must thrive 
between us and God, and also between 
us and our fellow humans.
 We all need, in some degree, to 
be healed of spiritual deafness so that we 
can hear God’s voice (“My sheep hear my 
voice” John 10:16); and so that we can 
hear the cries of our fellow humans. Also 
to some degree, we all need to be healed 
of spiritual muteness, so that we can 
speak to God in intimate and meaningful 
prayer, and so that we can speak out to 
others about God’s goodness and love 
for every human. Let us consider both of 
our spiritual relationships- that is, to God 
and to others- in the context of openness 
for input and commensurate output.
 A) Double openness in our 
relationship with God:
St. Ambrose said, “We hear God’s word 
through revelation, especially Scripture, 
and we speak to God through prayer.” 
Thus we hear God’s proclamation of his 
goodness, and we speak out or proclaim 
his goodness in praise. We hear him say 
that he answers prayer, and we speak out 
our prayer petitions. We hear or perceive 
deep in our soul his promptings or 
inspirations of grace, and we speak out 
or respond in virtuous acts. We hear God 
urging us to be thankful to him, and we 
respond by prayers of thanksgiving. We 
hear him urging us to repentance, and 

you.. . Then will the ears of the deaf be 
unstopped … and the mute tongue will 
shout for joy.”
 Jesus sighed with pity (v.34) 
because of the deaf-mute’s isolation. 
Being deprived of all conversation, 
his deafness kept him from hearing 
others’ input and his muteness kept 
him from any output describing his own 
frustration and needs. It was truly a sad 
case; hence Jesus’ deep sigh. And with 
no less pity he sighs in compassion as he 
regards our spiritual isolation with only 
limited access to his divine input, and 
our limited ability to provide wholesome 
spiritual output.
 Since the deaf-mute was 
incommunicative, Jesus resorted to 
signs. By fi rst plugging the deaf man’s 
ears, and then withdrawing his fi ngers 
he showed that he was “unplugging” or 
opening the man’s ears. By touching the 
tongue of the speech-impaired man, he 
led him to open his mouth to receive from 
the mouth of God with a physical speech 
symbol, tongue saliva, the release of his 
speech impairment; this was reminiscent 
of Jesus’ own quoting of Deuteronomy 
8:3: “Man lives on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.” Cluttered 
speech always accompanies congenital 
deafness because of the inability to hear 
normal speech; thus the two impairments 
are connected. Hence, for this double 
miraculous “opening,” Jesus used only a 
single one-word command-one that the 
man could lip-read in his native Syriac, 
“Ephphatha!” (Be opened!”).
 The command, “Ephphatha” 
also had a spiritual signifi cance; it 
was the basic battle-cry of the gospel 
message: “Be open.” It was the basic 
message of Jesus’ precursor, John the 
Baptist: “Prepare the way for the Lord. 

Open to the LordOpen to the Lord

                    see Open to the Lord on pg. 3
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City _______________________________________________ State _______  Zip __________________

Day Telephone (          ) ___________________________________  Email: _____________________________

Spiritually enriching Books, CDs/DVDs and gifts will be available for purchase throughout the day.
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REGISTER ONLINE:   scrc.org
           AFTER October 9th  
           or AT THE DOOR:   $30.00
 

 

              

Dominic Berardino
President, SCRC, Burbank, CA

Fr. Lou Cerulli
Peace, Freedom & Healing Ministry, Montreal, Canada

 Check or Money Order (please make checks payable to: SCRC )
Credit Card:    VISA         MasterCard         Discover         American Express
Only registrations paid with a credit card can be faxed to: (818) 771-1379.
________________________________________________Exp. Date ________
 Credit Card #
_________________________________________
                     Signature

Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION 
 BEFORE October 9th: 
   

Saturday, October 17, 2015  •  9:45am - 2:00pm
St. Catherine of Siena Parish Hall

18115 Sherman Way  •  Reseda, CA  91335

$25.00

Fr. Jerry Thompson
In Residence, St. Bruno, Whittier, CA

No Meal Break.
Please bring a snack,      

   if needed.
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   A Popular One Day SCRC Conference

REGISTRATION FORM

Conference Special Features

 

All individuals whose registrations 
are received by October 9 will receive a packet in the mail, 

which will include schedule, ticket(s), genogram, detailed directions, 
parking location, and map of local restaurants.
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 Your Family Tree
• Healing Negative Family Traits, Illnesses and Characteristics

Passed On From Generation to Generation
• Breaking Generational Bondages Through Christ’s Power

• Praying for Our Loved Ones - Living and Deceased
• Helping Future Generations Experience Freedom & Transformation

Includes a Mass for Healing Your Family Tree

GENOGRAM Preparing your own personal genogram will help you pray more specifi cally for your 
family members/immediate ancestory. A blank genogram will be mailed to all who pre-register before 10/9/15. 
MASS FOR GENERATIONAL HEALING A Special Mass will be offered for all your 
living & deceased loved ones. Your genogram will be placed on the altar.  You may download a genogram at  
scrc.org    Bring your completed genogram to the Conference.
PRAYER WALL A prayer wall will be constructed with pictures of your living & deceased family 
members and friends to be prominently placed near the altar during the Eucharist being offered for them. 
Bring copies / reproductions of family portraits, and/or funeral mass cards (please do not bring originals in 
case they are lost or damaged.)



For information on Fr. John Hampsch, 
CMF, please visit his website at:        
catholicbooks.net 

we speak out our contrition, etc.
 B) Double openness in our 
relationship with others:
We hear the cries of the poor and 
desolate and homeless, and we respond 
with compassion, love and generosity. 
We hear their cries of frustration in 
unexplained suffering, and we speak 
to them comforting words of God’s 
understanding and support. We hear 
their empty words of babbling confusion, 
and we speak words of evangelization 
to give them the security of God’s 
redemptive love.
 There is an unusual form of 
deafness called aphasia, in which a 
brain-impaired person can hear and 
understand every sound except words; 
the patient can recognize the tick of 
a watch or the song of a bird, and can 
even read words intelligibly from a 
book, but words that are heard are 
merely unintelligible sounds. Jesus 
quoted Isaiah 6:9-10 to describe those 
with spiritual aphasia: “Those on the 
outside .. . are ever hearing but never 
understanding” (Mark 4:12). Many of 
us need to be opened to hear God’s 
messages meaningfully. With our 
spiritual input thus impaired, our output 
will be proportionately limited. Try a few 
self-evaluative questions to determine 

how much we need this double healing:

HEARING:
1) Am I frequently aware of God’s loving 
presence (Matt 1 :23; 28:20)?
2) Do I realize that God’s kindness leads 
to repentance (Rom.2:4)?
3) Do I hear God’s often-whispered 
invitation to prayer (Eph. 6:18)?
4) Do I fi nd great attraction for the Word 
(bible-reading) (Ps. 119:24)?
5) Does “the word of Christ dwell richly” 
in my heart (Col. 3:16)?
6) Do I recognize God’s manifold efforts 
to comfort me (II Cor. 1:4)?
7) Is my mind “set on things above, not 
on earthly things” (Col. 3:2)?
8) Do I think often of the reward “that is 
stored up for me in heaven that I heard 
about in the word of truth” (Col. 1:5)?
9) Am I as desirous of others’ welfare as I 
am of my own (Phil. 2:4)?
10) Do I recognize the suffering Christ in 
others hurting (Matt. 25:40)?

SPEAKING:
1) Do I often speak out love, adoration 
and praise to God (Matt. 22:37)?
2) Do I repent immediately on falling into 
sin? (II Cor. 7:1O)?
3) Do I seek out time for quiet 
contemplative prayer (Matt. 6:6)?

4) Do I pray and meditate on God’s word 
frequently (Ps. 1:2)?
5) Do I use Scripture for “teaching, 
rebuking, correcting, and training in 
righteousness” (II Tim. 3:16)?
6) Do I “put to death whatever belongs to 
earthly nature: impurity, lust, evil desires, 
greed” (Col. 3:5)?
7) Do I provide hope and encouragement 
for others (I Th.4:18)?
8) Do I “bear others’ burdens” (Gal. 6:2)?
9) Do I comfort others lovingly, as God 
has comforted me (II Cor. 1:4)?
10) Do I always treat others as I would 
Christ himself (Matt. 25:40)?
11) Do I adroitly use every occasion to 
lead others to Christ (Col. 4:5)?

 Let us today, like the deaf-mute, 
humbly approach Jesus, the one “who 
makes the deaf hear and the mute speak” 
and ask him for a deep healing in our 
spiritual hearing and speech. His loving 
gentle healing touch will transform our 
spiritual hearing and speech, to make us 
masterful receivers and transmitters of 
his truth, love and grace.

                 Open to the Lord continued from cover page

Fr. Bill 
Delaney, SJ

Reserve online to assure a seat! 
www.scrc.org

A love offering will be taken.  

      Blessed are 
the merciful,

for they will 
be shown mercy.

Mt. 5:17

SCRC Center • 9795 Cabrini Drive • Suite 209 • Burbank, CA 91504

Saturday, 
October 10, 2015            
1:30pm-4:30pm

 • The Mercy of God
• Our Need for God’s Mercy

• Receiving God’s Mercy 
• Giving & Receiving Mercy Day by Day
• Forgiveness - an Expression of Mercy





San Gabriel Region
Saturday, October 17
Mass & Healing Service, 9:30pm                    
with Fr. Mark Strader at St. Luke  the 
Evangelist Church, 5605 Cloverly, 
Temple City. (Praise & Worship begins 
at 9:00am)
Friday, October 23
Mass & Healing Service, 7:30pm with 
Fr. Charles Lueras, CRIC & Deacon 
Steve Greco at San Gabriel Mission 
Chapel, 428 S. Mission, San Gabriel. 
(Praise 7:15pm)
San Pedro Region
Monday, October 19
Mass/Healing Service, 7:30pm with         
Fr. Ismael Robles at St. Linus, 13915 
Shoemaker, Norwalk.
Wednesday, October 21
“Healing After Death” - Women’s Guild 
Luncheon & Teaching, 10:00am-1:00pm 
with Dominic Berardino at Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help School Hall, 10441 
Downey Ave., Downey. $10, must         
reserve by Oct. 12. For info., contact 
Paula Mayfi eld (562) 923-3518. 
Monday, October 26
Mass & Healing Service, 7:30pm with  
Fr. Mike Gleason at St. Cornelius 
Church, 5500 E. Wardlow, Long Beach.
Friday, October 30
Mass & Healing Service, 7:30pm with 
Rev. Sebastian Vettical, CMI at Mary 
Star of the Sea Church, 877 W. 7th St., 
San Pedro. (Praise & Worship 7:00pm)

Santa Barbara Region
Wednesday, September 16
Mass & Healing Service, 7:00pm with Fr. 
Jim Nisbet at St. Mary of the Assumption 
Church, 207 S. School, Santa Maria.
San Fernando Region
Friday, September 11
Healing the Family Tree Mass, 7:00pm 
with Fr. Jerry Thompson at Incarnation 
Church, 1001 N. Brand Blvd., Glendale, .
Thursday, September 17
Mass & Healing Service, 7:00pm with Fr. 
Kevin Rettig at St. Joseph the Worker, 
19855 Sherman Way, Canoga Park.
Thursday, September 24
Mass & Healing Service, 6:30pm with Fr. 
Angelos Sebastian at Our Lady of Grace 
Church, 5011 White Oak Ave., Encino.
Friday, September 25
Mass & Healing Service, 7:30pm with Fr. 
Bill Delaney, SJ at Our Lady of Peace 
15444 Nordhoff St., North Hills.
San Gabriel Region
Friday, September 25
Mass & Healing Service, 7:30pm with    
Fr. Bill Adams, CSsR at San Gabriel 

Santa Barbara Region
Wednesday, October 14
Mass & Healing Service, 7:00pm at St. 
Mary of the Assumption Church, 207 S. 
School St., Santa Maria.
San Fernando Region
Saturday, October 3 
The Life Beyond the Veil of Death, 
12:30pm-4:00pm with Dominic          
Berardino at the SCRC Center, 9795 
Cabrini Dr., Ste. 209, Burbank. $15 per 
person. Please see pg. 3
Saturday, October 10
Blessed are the merciful, for they will 
be shown mercy, Mt. 5:17, 1:30pm-
4:30pm with Fr. Bill Delaney, SJ at the 
SCRC Center, 9795 Cabrini Dr. #209, 
Burbank, CA. Love offering  will be 
taken. Pls see pg. 3.
Thursday, October 15 
Mass & Healing Service, 7:00pm with Fr. 
Kevin Rettig at St. Joseph the Worker, 
19855 Sherman Way, Canoga Park.
Saturday, October 17   
Special Conference: 
“Healing Your Family Tree”, 9:45am- 
2:00pm with Fr. Lou Cerulli, Fr. Jerry 
Thompson & Dominic Berardino at 
St. Catherine of Siena Parish Hall, 
18115 Sherman Way, Reseda. Regis-
tration: $25, thru 10/9, $30 (after 10/9 
or at the door).  See pg. 2 for info/
registration or www.scrc.org

Mission Chapel, 428 S. Mission, San 
Gabriel. (Praise 7:15pm)
Saturday, September 26
Angels Among Us, 10:00am-4:00pm                          
with Dominic Berardino & Fr. George 
Reynolds at Sacred Heart Parish         
Hall, 344 W. Workman St., Covina. 
Info: $20 before 9/21. $25 after 9/21. 
Catered lunch included. Mass Included.

San Pedro Region
Monday, September 14
Mass & Healing Service, 7:30pm with 
Fr. Tony Gomez at St. Linus, 13915 
Shoemaker Ave., Norwalk.
Friday, September 18
Mass & Healing Service, 7:30pm with 
Deacon Steve Greco at Mary Star of the 
Sea Church, 877 W. 7th St., San Pedro. 
(Praise & Worship 7:00pm)
Monday, September 28
Mass & Healing Service, 7:30pm with 
Fr. Bill Adams, CSsR at St. Cornelius 
Church, 5500 E. Wardlow, Long Beach.
Orange Diocese
Saturday, September 12
M a g n i f i c a t  P r a y e r  B r e a k f a s t , 
9:30am-12:30pm at Embassy Suites                       

September, 2015 Calendar
Anaheim-South, 11767 Harbor Blvd., 
Garden Grove. Guest Speaker: Angela 
Perez Baraquio, Miss America 2001. 
$33/person.  Contact Deli (714) 670-
7332 or  magnifi cat-orangecounty.org 
Monday, September 28
Mass & Healing Service, 7:15pm with Fr. 
Eamon O’Gorman at St. Angela Merici 
Church, 585 S. Walnut, Brea.
San Bernardino Diocese
Saturday, September 12
Palm Desert Chapter Breakfast, 
9:30am-12:30pm with guest speaker: 
Mary Carey at Indian Wells Country 
Club, 46000 Club Dr., Indian Wells.   
$30/person. For info., contact Virginia 
(760) 844-2126 or 
magnifi catpalmdesert.org
Holy Spirit Seminar
Saturday, September 26
Encounter Jesus in a Life in the              
Spir i t  Seminar ,  9:00am-6:00pm                          
(Registration: 8:30am). Incarnation 
Church Auditorium, 1001 N. Brand 
Blvd., Glendale. Info: (818) 421-1354 
or   heartofjesus@att.net 

October, 2015 Calendar
Orange Diocese
Monday, October 26
Mass & Healing Service, 7:15pm with 
Fr. Mike Barry, SSCC at St. Angela 
Merici, 585 Walnut, Brea.
Holy Spirit Seminar
Saturday, October 31
Encounter With God (Holy Spirit        
Seminar), 10:00am-4:00pm with 
speakers: Fr. Bill Adams, CSsR,         
Fr. Lou Cerulli & Dominic Berardino 
at St. Rose of Lima Church, 1305 
Royal Ave., Simi Valley. For more        
info., please call (805) 526-1732.

“I ask each and all of you 
that as part of the current of 

grace of Charismatic Renewal 
you organize seminars of 

Life in the Spirit 
in your parishes and 
Seminaries, schools, 

in neighborhoods, to share 
Baptism in the Spirit; it is 

catechesis...  it is catechesis 
so that it produces, 

by the work of the Holy Spirit, 
the personal encounter with 
Jesus who changes our life.”

Pope Francis to Priests, June 12, 2015
Third Worldwide Retreat for Priests



$300  
$200  
$100

Special Sharing 
    by Fr. Charles!

...such as Hair Care, 
Spa Treatments,

Facials, Manicures, etc.

such as...
Jewelry, Cosmetics, etc. 

no bigger than a beach ball!

                      

            
Thank You and God Bless You for your generosity!

...to be used for the Silent Auction       

SCRC

Great 
opportunity

 to 
Christmas 

shop  
while 

helping 
SCRC!

4 Individual 
Disneyland 

...

 





Overnight Stay:    
$250 - Private Room w/ private bath
$230 (per person) - Semi-Private Room w/ shared bath  
$170 (per person) - Double Room - 2 beds w/ private bath
$315 (per couple) - Queen Bed upstairs w/ private bath
(Price includes 3 meals on Sat. & 2 meals on Sun.)  
  Commuter Attendee (without room): 
  $70 - Saturday ONLY - includes lunch/dinner  
  $50 - Sunday ONLY - includes breakfast/lunch
  $120 - Saturday & Sunday - includes all meals
  Registered commuters may attend Friday evening 
  Mass & fellowship time at no additional charge.

  at the beautiful and serene
 

Sacred Heart Retreat House Sacred Heart Retreat House
920 E. Alhambra Rd., Alhambra 91801

 Knowing the Lord As a Compassionate God  •  The Scriptural Way of Mercy 
Go Out and Find the Meaning of Mercy  •  Growing a Heart of Compassion  •  Living the Mercy of God

Way of Mercy, Way of Joy
SCRC Retreat   January 1-3, 2016

Fr. Bill 
Delaney, S.J.

Fr. Michael
Barry, SSCC

A wonderful opportunity as the year begins...
to spend time with the Lord. 

Register Online: Register Online:
scrc.org scrc.org

SCRC SPIRIT
9795 Cabrini Drive, Suite 208
Burbank, CA 91504-1740
(818) 771-1361   FAX (818) 771-1379
spirit@scrc.org      www.scrc.org

DATED MATERIAL
“Do not fear nor be dismayed, for the LORD, 
  your God, is with you wherever you go.”
     Joshua 1:9

Non-Profi t
Organization
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